The experimental procedure follows a novel protocol developed recently by us [1] . All reactions were carried out under an atmosphere of dry argon by using standard Schlenk tube techniques. A solution of diisopropylamine (1.26 mL, 9.0 mmol) in THF (30 mL) was treated at 0 °C with a solution of n-butyllithium (3.0 mL, 2.5M in hexane, 7.5 mmol) and stirred for 15 min. At 40 °C butyrophenone (1.11mL, 7.50 mmol) was added and the mixture was stirred at 40 °C for 1 h. Then InCl 3 (2.5 mmol) was added and the mixture was stirred for 30 min at 40 °C and 1 h at room temperature. After addition of benzaldehyde (0.25 mL, 2.5 mmol) in THF (30 mL), the reaction mixture was stirred for 2 h at 25°C. The reaction was quenched with saturated aqueous NaHCO 3 (50 mL). The layers were separated and the aqueous layer was extracted three times with diethylether. The combined organic layers were washed with saturated aqueous NaCl and dried with Na 2 SO 4 . Crystallisation from hexane afforded 70% of the title compound in a diastereomerically pure form as white crystals. M.p. 160 °C.
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